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Decenmber 27, 2002

Dear Permit Holder:

This letter isto inform you that the Nationd Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries) hasissued
final specifications for the 2003 fishing year for surfclams, ocean quahogs and Maine mahogany
gquahogs. NOAA Fisheries has approved a 4-percent increase for the surfclam fishery from the 2002
quota level and is maintaining the quota at status quo levels for the 2003 ocean quahog and Maine
mahogany quahog fisheries. In addition, NOAA Fisheries has extended the sugpension of the minimum
gze limit for surfdlamsin the 2003 fishing year. The following table summarizes the 2003 fishing year
quotas.

FISHERY 2003 QUOTA (bushels)
Surfclam' 3,250,000
Ocean Quahog* 4,500,000
Maine Mahogany Quahog? 100,000

11 bushel = 1.88 cubic feet
21 bushel = 1.2448 cubic feet

These find specifications are effective January 1, 2003. 'Y ou are encouraged to obtain further
information or a copy of the final specifications by cdling (978) 281-9141. Thisletter does not contain
al the regulatory provisions that pertain to these species, and consequently, has no legal force or effect.
A copy of thefina specifications can dso be obtained through the NOAA Fisheries Northeast Regiond
Office’ sWeb Site: www.ner o.nmfs.gov/r o/doc/ner o.html.

This smdl entity compliance guide complies with section 212 of the Small Business Regulatory
Enforcement and Fairness Act of 1996.

Sincerdly,

Petricia A. Kurkul V
Regiona Administrator . 4
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